
EXPEDITION KIT
The adventure starts here



After five years of development and 1.1 million 
miles of non-stop testing, from the fearsome 
Schöckl Mountain to the scorched sands of the 
Sahara, it’s time for you – the world’s media –  
to see what the Grenadier is really made of. 
	 So, welcome to a global launch with a difference: 
an expedition from the wilds of Scotland to the 
London pub where the Grenadier story began. 
Along the way: mountains, forests, rivers, seas, 
tracks and trails, byways and highways, wildlife 
retreats and city streets. 
	 Over two  weeks, our convoy of 20 intrepid 
Grenadiers will travel more than 1,200 miles from 
north to south, and we won’t be taking the easy way. 
From John O’Groats the expedition will wind its way 
south, across the unforgiving Scottish Highlands, 
through the historic borderlands, into England and 
the heart of the Lake District (with an unforgettable 

shortcut to Lancashire) before heading home for a 
pint, in London. 
	 Split into four sections, the journey is a cross-
country relay – with each stage led by a different 
group of journalists, reporters and content creators 
from all around the world. 
 	 Every stage features its own incredible 
landscapes and challenging terrain – including 
unique and exclusive access to many, many miles of 
off-road routes. On top of that you’ll also experience 
the Grenadier on some dream driving roads, so you 
really can test it from one extreme to another.  
 	 We’ve come a long way, but this is just the start. 
From an idea to adventure-ready in just a few short 
years, the Grenadier story is just getting going. This 
might be our first expedition, but it won’t be the last. 
 	 Thanks for coming, and enjoy the drive. 

EXPEDITION 1.0
THE GLOBAL MEDIA DRIVE
From the wilds of Scotland to the London pub where the Grenadier story began.



CALL OF  
THE WILD

STAGE 1

AN UNFORGETTABLE ADVENTURE THROUGH THE SCOTTISH WILDERNESS 

JOHN O’ GROATS TO INVERNESS



“THE DAY’S FINAL FEW MILES WILL TAKE YOU 
OVER THE PHOTOGENIC KYLESKU BRIDGE, 
ARGUABLY THE MOST FAMOUS MAN-MADE 
FIXTURE ON THE NC500, BEFORE AN 
OVERNIGHT STOP AT THE KYLESKU HOTEL”



Perched at the most northerly, 
wind-swept tip of mainland Britain, 
Caithness and Sutherland might feel 
like the end of the world, but it’s just 
the start of our epic expedition.
	 After an overnight stay in the royal 
residence of the Castle of Mey (listen 
out for the sounds of a famous piper…), 
and a quick stop at John O’Groats, you’ll 
head west – joining a stunning stretch 

of the North Coast 500 to see what the 
Grenadier feels like on one of the most 
scenic driving roads anywhere on earth.
	 With the peaks of the legendary 
Munros to your left, and the crashing 
waves of the northern seas to your right, 
you’ll travel across one of Britain’s last 
great wildernesses. Look out for sea 
eagles soaring over the water, and look 
inland for glimpses of the most northern 
remnants of the Caledonian Pine Forest.
	 After Eriboll Estate – home to a 
world-famous conservation, rewilding 
and regeneration project – we’ll turn 

south, through Europe’s largest expanse 
of blanket bog. Next stop: the Duke of 
Westminster’s Reay Forest Estate, a 
place with special importance to INEOS 
chairman Sir Jim Ratcliffe thanks to its 
award-winning Atlantic salmon and 
brown trout conservation project.
	 Here you’ll drive along an exclusive 
off-road route, with plenty of challenging 
terrain so you can push the Grenadier 
to the max. The day’s final few miles will 
take you over the photogenic Kylesku 
Bridge, arguably the most famous man-
made fixture on the NC500, before an 

overnight stop at the Kylesku Hotel. 
	 On day two we’ll turn back inland to 
Alladale Wilderness Reserve – one of the 
most remote areas in the Highlands – and 
down to Ross-shire. There, we’ll head across 
the top of the 300-metre-wide Orrin Dam 
and onto a 17-mile off-road route across the 
Fairburn & Erchless estates. Finally, we’ll drive 
east towards the mystical Black Isle and into 
Inverness, the cultural capital of the Highlands.

YOU’LL TRAVEL ACROSS ONE OF BRITAIN’S 
LAST GREAT WILDERNESSES – LOOK OUT 
FOR SEA EAGLES SOARING OVER THE 
WATER, AND LOOK INLAND FOR GLIMPSES 
OF THE MOST NORTHERN REMNANTS OF 
THE CALEDONIAN PINE FOREST

ROUTE OVERVIEW



CASTLE OF MEY

The Castle of Mey was built just a few miles from Dunnet Head, 
the most northerly point of the British mainland, between 1566 
and 1572. After a fairly bloody early history, it eventually ended 
up in a very sorry state, until in 1952 HM Queen Elizabeth 
the Queen Mother discovered it while on a walk not long 
after the death of her husband, King George VI. In a moment 
factionalised in the Netflix drama The Crown, she decided to 
buy it, reputedly saying that it looked sad, rather like she felt. A 
royal residence ever since, it’s now used every summer by King 
Charles III and Camilla, the Queen Consort, and is the base for 
the first night of our expedition.

LOCH ERIBOLL

This 10-mile-long sea loch has been used for centuries as a 
deep-water anchorage to shelter ships from the often stormy 
seas around Cape Wrath and the Pentland Firth. The Royal 
Navy used the loch extensively during World War II. On the 
surrounding hillsides there are stones arranged by sailors in the 
names of their warships – look for HMS HOOD and AMETHYST 
spelled out above the village of Laird. The loch is still used 
by the Royal Navy and its NATO allies to practice amphibious 
operations, including diving, mine-clearance operations and 
special forces insertions.

WHITE-TAILED SEA EAGLES

Britain’s largest bird of prey – with a 
wingspan of up to 2.4 metres – was 
persecuted to extinction in the UK in  
the early 1900s. But it’s now thriving 
again after a re-introduction programme 
that brought chicks over from Norway  
to Scotland.

SINGLETON DISTILLERY

The Black Isle’s only remaining single-
malt distillery produces in excess of 
5,000,000 litres of whisky per year –  
with more than 80% of its production 
used in the blending of Dewar and 
Johnnie Walker.

REAY FOREST

At 120,000 acres, Reay Forest is the 
largest single estate in Scotland. Look 
out for the majestic Ben Hope, the most 
northerly Munro standing 927 metres tall.

STAGE 1 POIs

REWILDING THE HIGHLANDS
DID YOU KNOW?

Scotland’s landscapes are strikingly 
beautiful, but they aren’t what they once 
were. Hundreds of years of deforestation 
and overgrazing has reduced the ancient 
Caledonian Forest to small fragments, while 
important animal species have been wiped 
out due to hunting and habitat loss.
	 But in recent decades, and especially in the 
last few years, collective efforts have gathered 
pace to restore, replenish and rehabilitate vast 
areas of the Highlands. There are currently 
dozens of rewilding projects across the 
country, with partnerships, estates, charities 
and organisations working together to return 
these landscapes to their former glory.
	 Objectives include the restoration of 
woodland and peatlands, creating and 
protecting wildlife habitats, opening wildlife 
corridors, introducing protected coastal and sea 
zones, and even reintroducing long-lost species.
	 Our expedition will travel through 
several of these areas, including the 23,000-
acre Alladale Wilderness Reserve – one of 
Scotland’s most famous rewilding projects. 
Since purchasing this land in 2003, founder 
Paul Lister and his team have planted a 
million saplings, revived damaged peatlands, 
brought back red squirrels and launched a 
breeding programme for Scottish wildcats. 
More controversially, they would eventually like 
to reintroduce once-native wolves and even 
bears. In the meantime, animals that remain 
threatened or in decline elsewhere in Scotland 
– including black grouse and water vole – can 

be found living on the reserve.
	 Another success story, and one with a 
200-year plan, is the Wildlands Project – one 
of the largest private rewilding projects in 
Scotland, and one you’ll see for yourself as 
we drive through the Eriboll Estate. Alongside 
a commitment to the rejuvenation and 
preservation of natural landscapes and 
ecosystems, Wildlands also aims to protect 
important human history and archaeology, 
including 2,000-year-old brochs, as well as 
restoring long-derelict properties such as 
Castle Varrich in Tongue.
	 Of course, Scotland is famous around the 
world for its rivers, and especially for Atlantic 
salmon, which return to their native river, and 
even the very same stretch where they were 
born – every year, with amazing accuracy. 
Unfortunately, wild salmon are in crisis, with a 
decline of 70% in just 25 years – but there are 
huge efforts underway to protect the species.
	 One such project is being run by the Reay 
Forest estate, one of the standout locations 
on our journey, which is working alongside 
the Atlantic Salmon Trust to restore salmon 
and sea trout populations in the River Laxford 
– one of the Highland’s most renowned and 
productive rivers. It’s all part of a 10-year study 
to understand the ecosystem and restore 
the numbers of wild Atlantic salmon and sea 
trout – a barometer for the health of the whole 
ecosystem – by improving the quality and 
habitat of the river.



STAGE 2

THE HEART OF THE 
HIGHLANDS

FROM THE HIGHLANDS’ BATTLE-SCARRED HISTORY TO ITS FILM-SET FAME

INVERNESS TO LOCH LOMOND



ENTERING THE CAIRNGORMS NATIONAL 
PARK WE’LL TRAVEL ALONGSIDE THE 
SPECTACULAR RIVER SPEY, THE WORLD’S 
MOST FAMOUS SALMON-FISHING RIVER, 
AND INTO WHISKY COUNTRY. LOOK OUT 
FOR DISTILLERIES ALONG THE WAY.



Leaving Inverness, our expedition 
heads to the heather-clad 
uplands of Drummossie Muir, 
site of the Battle of Culloden 
– the last ever pitched battle 
fought on British soil, on 16th 
April 1746.
	 From here it’s southwards 
to Dava Moor, a bleak expanse 
of open moorland covering 
more than 100,000 acres, dotted 
with the remains of farmhouses 
and cottages abandoned in the 
Highland Clearances – the ill-
fated experiment to move whole 
communities to make way for 
extensive sheep farming.
	

From the moors we’ll continue 
south; the ancient, snow-capped 
Cairngorms growing ever larger 
on the horizon. Entering the 
National Park we’ll travel down 
the A9, alongside the spectacular 
River Spey, the world’s most 
famous salmon-fishing river, and 
into whisky country – look out for 
distilleries along the way. 
	 At the southwestern corner 
we’ll reach the 45,000-acre 
Ardverikie Estate, straddling the 
Cairngorm National Park and the 
Lochaber region with the Nevis 
range to the south. As our 

Grenadiers head off-road through 
the estate, your surroundings 
may feel oddly familiar. Ardverikie 
has been the go-to location for 
a long list of film and television 
productions, including Monarch 
of the Glen, Salmon Fishing in the 
Yemen, Outlander, The Crown and  
No Time to Die. 
	 Next, we’ll reach Fort William 
and follow the A82 up through 
Glencoe, an imposing valley 
carved out by glaciers and volcanic 
explosions. Guarded either side 
by daunting peaks including the 
majestic Three Sisters (look for a 
lone piper in the layby), the road 

winds and rises, finally emerging 
onto the high Rannoch Moor and 
nearby Glen Etive, better known as 
the road from Skyfall.
	 After an overnight stop at 
the Kingshouse Hotel, on Day 2 
we’ll venture further south, with 
fast, sweeping roads carrying 
us  around Loch Fyne, and finally 
to Loch Lomond, one of the 
UK’s largest expanses of open 
water. On its shores lies our final 
location – the village of Luss on 
the Luss Estate, homeland of Clan 
Colquhoun for more than 600 years.

Ardverikie has been the go-to location for a long 
list of film and television productions, including 
Monarch of the Glen, Salmon Fishing in the Yemen, 
Outlander, The Crown and No Time to Die.

ROUTE OVERVIEW



Ardverikie is one of the oldest and 
most famous of Scotland’s great 
estates, and its stories stretch back 
into the mists of time – this is a place 
of clan warfare, Caledonian kings, 
murder, mystery and movie magic.
	 At the heart of the estate, in the 
middle of Loch Laggan, is King’s Island, 
named after Fergus the Great – the 
original King of the Scots who came here 
from Ireland more than 1,500 years ago. 
He was said to have feasted on the island 
after hunting, and you can still see the 
stone walls of the ancient lodge.
	 In fact, several early monarchs 
are said to have been buried on the 
island. And in more recent royal history, 
Queen Victoria and Prince Albert 
spent three weeks at Ardverikie in the 
summer of 1847 on their very first visit 
to the Highlands – the Queen even 
commissioned a painting of herself on 
the estate to commemorate the occasion.
	 She wasn’t the only one to be drawn 
here by the picture-perfect landscapes – 
Ardverikie’s beautiful surroundings have 
made it a top choice as a filming location. 
The estate has long been a star of the 
silver screen, with scores of movies, TV 
shows and commercials being filmed 
here. So as our expedition meanders 
along you’ll quite literally be driving 
through a film set, including the  
settings for many fictional stunts  
and battle scenes.
	

	 Most recently, Ardverikie Castle, 
the 19th-century baronial home and 
hunting lodge, starred in Netflix hit The 
Crown, where it doubled as Balmoral 
Castle – Queen Elizabeth II’s much-loved 
Scottish home. The estate also appeared 
in Mrs. Brown (starring Dame Judy Dench 
as Queen Victoria), Salmon Fishing in 
the Yemen (starring Ewan McGregor), 
The Outlaw King (featuring Chris Pine as 
Robert the Bruce), Black Widow (the car 
chase took place along the lochside) and 
Outlander (where the estate played host 
to warriors on horseback). Even Bond 
came to Ardverikie, for high-octane 
vehicle stunt scenes in No Time to Die.
	 For behind-the-scenes stories, talk 
to our expert INEOS Drive Team – many 
of them helped with the 4x4 driving 
on these and other productions at 
Ardverikie, ferrying cast and crew across 
the very tracks and trails you’ll be driving 
in the Grenadier.
	 But despite the Hollywood history, 
nature is the real star of the show here. 
The River Pattack and Loch Laggan 
support some of Europe’s rarest 
breeding birds – including ospreys and 
black-throated divers – and visitors to 
Ardverikie also regularly observe red 
squirrels, pine martens and of course 
golden eagles and hen harriers on the 
open hill. So keep your eyes peeled, and 
your binoculars at the ready.

MOVIE MAGIC
SCOTTISH SKIING

Glencoe Mountain Resort is the oldest of 
Scotland’s five alpine ski areas – the first 
ski tow was installed in 1955. The resort 
is still actively operating, and in summer 
months transforms into a downhill 
mountain bike centre.

KINGSHOUSE HOTEL

Our overnight stop is at the Kingshouse 
Hotel, scene of the Glencoe massacres in 
1962, where an estimated 30 members 
of Clan MacDonald of Glencoe were killed 
by Scottish government forces, allegedly 
for failing to pledge allegiance to the new 
monarchs, William III and Mary.

RIVER SPEY

Widely considered to be the most famous 
salmon fishing river in the world, and one 
of the most important and productive 
salmon rivers in the UK, the Spey’s fast 
flowing streams and deep holding pools 
make it ideal for fly fishing (with strict 
catch-and-release laws in place). Fishing 
on the River Spey generates around £15m 
per year and supports more than 400 jobs.

LAGGAN BEACH

As well as being a filming location for 
various movies and TV shows, the south 
end of Laggan Loch – on the Ardverikie 
Estate – is also home to the largest 
freshwater beach in Britain.

DAVA MOOR

This empty stretch of moorland has a 
dark history of social engineering and 
highland clearances – evidenced by the 
many abandoned crofts and cottages 
above Grantown, left behind by residents 
who were forced from their homes 
(often emigrating to America) by brutal 
landlords in the 18th and 19th centuries, 
to make way for large-scale farming.

STAGE 2 POIs
DID YOU KNOW?



A JOURNEY THROUGH THE BORDERLANDS, TO ENGLAND’S LARGEST NATIONAL PARK

ROXBURGHE ESTATE TO CARTMEL

BORDERS,  
BADLANDS  

AND THE BAY

STAGE 3



“FROM THE ELEGANT SCHLOSS ROXBURGHE 
HOTEL OUR EXPEDITION TRAVERSES THE 
LEGENDARILY LAWLESS ‘MARCHES’ AND 
‘DEBATABLE LANDS’, INTO A LOST WORLD 
INCLUDING THE ENDLESS PINES AND VAST 
PEAT MIRES OF KIELDER FOREST”



From the elegant Schloss Roxburghe 
hotel, via the majesty of Floors Castle 
– the largest inhabited castle in 
Scotland – our expedition traverses 
the legendarily lawless ‘Marches’ and 
‘Debatable Lands’, into a lost world 
including the endless pines and vast 
peat mires of Kielder Forest.
	 After a muddy off-road workout the 
convoy picks up speed on some fast-
flowing roads, crossing the border into 
England (look out for Hadrian’s Wall and 
the silhouette of the Yorkshire Dales in 

the distance) – to our overnight stop on 
the shores of Ullswater in the world-
famous Lake District.
	 From there, we continue south 
through England’s first – and largest – 
national park, over the top of Kirkstone 
Pass and across to Wrynose and 
Hardknott Passes, described by the BBC 
as the wildest roads in England. With a 
gradient of one-in-three (33%), Hardknott 
also counts as the joint-steepest road in 
the UK, and back in the day it must have 
felt like a real slog for the garrison of the 

Roman fort at the top. 
	 We then start to drop down, running 
parallel to Coniston Water, famously the 
location of many water speed record 
attempts, including four by Donald 
Campbell, who met his end having 
just achieved 320 mph (515 km/h) in 
1967. From there it’s a short run to the 
Burlington Slate Mine – the site of some 
of the most extreme off-roading of the 
whole trip.
	 Continuing south, across a few 
miles of ancient Cavendish lands, our 

expedition meets Morecambe Bay 
where – if the weather and tides permit 
– a group of Grenadiers may be able to 
attempt to drive across the Bay itself. 
Following an old stage-coach route, this 
ancient crossing – described as the ‘most 
dangerous highway in Britain’ – stretches 
for several miles across the sands at 
ultra-low tide.

Following an old stage-coach route, this 
ancient crossing – described as the ‘most 
dangerous highway in Britain’ – stretches 
for several miles across the sands at 
ultra-low tide.

ROUTE OVERVIEW



The land either side of the Scottish/
English border, through which we’ll 
be driving, was once among the most 
lawless places in the world.
	 Around 1,900 years ago, Emperor 
Hadrian decided the only way to keep 
‘troublesome tribes’ from pushing 
southwards into his empire was to build a 
73-mile-long, 10-feet-wide wall. 
	 Hadrian’s Wall is now a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and we cross it near 
its western end, where it’s discernible 
only by a lumpy line in the grass. But in 
the hillier centre section, it still stands tall, 
with huge forts and camps – a testament 
to the efforts required to keep what the 
Romans referred to as ‘the barbarians’ 
out of more civilised southern lands.
	 In more recent times (by European 
historical terms, anyway), these wild 
lands were known as the Marches, or the 
Debatable Lands, neither covered by the 
law of Scotland or England. A viciously 
violent culture of raiding developed. It 
was natural for families to band together  
into clans for protection, and they looked 

out for each other – and raided other 
farms together. In modern television 
terms, it was the Game of Thrones of 
its time.
	 According to Charles Innes-Ker, the 
11th Duke of Roxburghe – whose estate 
we’ll drive through – the English would 
attack Scotland and take the Border 
Reivers, as the raiders were known, with 
them. The Scottish would then launch a 
counter-attack, taking exactly the same 
men back with them the other way. 
	 It was only with the union of the 
crowns of Scotland and England that 
peace came to these lands. Although the 
Duke has another theory – that it was 
actually the invention of rugby that finally 
took the reivers’ minds off killing each 
other, or anyone else within range.
	 He may be right too. When the small 
town of Hawick chose rugby as their 
winter sport over football (rugby being 
considered “manlier and more congenial 
to the Border nature”), it was a good 
day for Scottish rugby – Hawick RFC has 
produced no fewer than 61 players for 
the national team so far…

STARGAZING IN KIELDER FOREST

At nearly 580 square miles, the Northumberland 
International Dark Sky Park is the second largest dark sky 
reserve in Europe – and home to the spectacular Kielder 
Observatory. On a clear night here, the sky can be so dark 
that the Milky Way can cast shadows on the ground.

KING’S GUIDE TO THE SANDS

The King’s Guide to the Sands, or when there’s a female 
monarch, the Queen’s Guide, is one of the more ancient jobs 
in the UK, with an equally ancient salary of £15 per year. The 
good news is that you do also get the free use of a rather 
beautiful 700-year old cottage overlooking the treacherous 
route across Morecambe Bay that it is your job to guide 
people safely across.

RALLY GB HISTORY IN KIELDER FOREST

As the expedition passes through Kielder Forest you’ll be 
driving in the tyre tracks of rallying royalty – over many 
decades the Kielder stages have played host to the world’s 
greatest drivers, from WRC events to the British Rallying 
Championship. The Forest itself is the largest manmade 
woodland in England, while Kielder Water is the largest 
manmade lake in northern Europe.

HERDWICK SHEEP

You’ll see a very particular breed of sheep, the Herdwick, 
as you drive through the Lake District. Legend has it that 
the Vikings brought them with them in the 9th century, and 
they are certainly among the hardiest of beasts, being able 
to survive for up to three days completely buried in snow 
by eating their own rather wiry wool. The lambs are almost 
completely black, with the female ‘yaws’ and male ‘tups’ 
turning brown and then grey as they get older. Very slow-
growing, rather small and therefore commercially tricky to 
rear, their meat is highly prized in many London restaurants.

BURLINGTON SLATE

The quarries of Burlington Stone, still run by the great-
great-great granddaughter of the Earl of Burlington who 
founded the company, have provided stone for some of the 
most prestigious architectural projects across the world 
for hundreds of years. Westmorland Green, and the bluer 
slate of Kirkby Quarry  (our 4X4 playground), are hundreds 
of millions of years old but now are found on buildings from 
Tower Bridge to the State Bank of Texas.

THE BORDER BADLANDS
DID YOU KNOW?

STAGE 2 POIs



STAGE 4

STATELY ESCAPES – 
THE HOME STRETCH  

EXPLORING SECRET LANDSCAPES JUST A STONE’S THROW FROM LONDON

MARLOW TO WEST WYCOMBE VIA WORMSLEY



THE CHILTERN HILLS MIGHT ONLY BE 30 
MILES NORTHWEST OF LONDON, BUT 
THE ANCIENT CHALK HILLS AND BEECH 
WOODS OFTEN FEEL LIKE THEY ARE IN AN 
ENTIRELY DIFFERENT COUNTRY, AND INDEED 
DIFFERENT AGE.



The Chiltern Hills might only be 30 miles 
northwest of London, but the ancient 
chalk hills and beech woods that our 
expedition drives through, and the landed 
estates that stretch across them, often 
feel like they are in an entirely different 
country, and indeed different age.
	 Marlow, where we start, sits next to 
one of the loveliest stretches of the River 
Thames, and our overnight stop there 
might have two Michelin Stars, but it hasn’t 
forgotten that it is, at its heart, still an 
English country pub.
	 From there, we head just up the road to 
the first of the English country estates that 
make the area feel more feudal fiefdom than 
commuter belt. Stonor Park is one 

of the oldest family homes still lived in 
anywhere in the world today. Now the home 
of the Honourable William and Lady Ailsa 
Stonor, it has been lived in by their family for 
more than 850 years. The Grenadiers have 
a challenging route to traverse across their 
deer park, which is all that is left of a huge 
estate that the Roman Catholic Stonors had 
to sell to pay the fines levied after Henry VIII 
turned England into a Protestant country.
	 From there, we have a short drive on the 
narrow lanes, which still characterise 

the area, to the Wormsley Estate, which is 
one of the principal homes of a rather more 
recently famous family, the Gettys. 		
	 Spectacularly beautiful and astonishingly 
secluded, even by the standards of the area, 
and principally still a private home, certain 
areas have been opened up occasionally 
to the public as the setting for some of the 
world’s most magical operatic performances, 
and possibly no less magical cricket matches. 
The bits of the estate that our Grenadiers will 
take us on remain resolutely private, however.
	 Our final country estate of the day is just 
up the road in West Wycombe. This is the 
largest of the three estates, and the home of 
Sir Edward Dashwood Bt. It is still a sporting 
estate, and contains some of the country’s 

top game and clay-shooting. We will sample 
the latter as we cross the land and find our 
way out onto the M40, and back into the real 
world of 2022.
	 A quick run down the motorway takes 
us into the centre of London and the final 
destination of Expedition 1.0: the Grenadier 
Pub – the birthplace of the whole INEOS 
Grenadier idea, and the reason for its name.

A quick run down the motorway takes us into the centre 
of London and the final destination of Expedition 1.0, 
the Grenadier Pub. The birthplace of the whole INEOS 
Grenadier idea, and the reason for its name

ROUTE OVERVIEW



Our expedition ends where the 
Grenadier story began, at a public 
house on the cobbled backstreets of 
Belgravia. Wilton Row is a secluded 
mews where time stands still – tucked 
away from the hustle and bustle of 
modern London, it’s lined by colourful 
cottages and shaded by trees as tall  
as houses.
	 Halfway down the cul-de-sac stands 
The Grenadier. Originally built in 1720, it 
was reputedly used as the officers’ mess 
for the senior infantry regiment of the 
British Army, and located in a courtyard 
of their barracks. It was opened to the 
public in 1818 as The Guardsman – and 
subsequently renamed in honour of the 
Grenadier Guards’ heroism in the Battle 
of Waterloo. 
	 Some of the best ideas happen over 
a beer. And indeed, it was on this very 
spot – at the bar of the Grenadier – where 
the idea for a 21st century off-roader 
was born, when INEOS chairman Sir Jim 
Ratcliffe decided to create a proper 4x4, 
built from the ground up. He would name 
it after the pub.
	 The Grenadier has long enjoyed a 
reputation as one of the most haunted 
hostelries in London, and once featured 
in a guide to London’s Top 10 ghostliest 
pubs. While its upper floors were used 
as the officers’ mess its cellar was 
reserved as a drinking and gambling lair 
for the common soldiers. Here, a young 
subaltern is said to have been caught 
cheating at cards, and his comrades 
punished him with such a savage  

beating that he didn’t survive to drink  
his next pint.
	 In memory of the young soldier – 
named Cedric – visitors to the pub tack 
banknotes to the ceiling in an attempt 
to release him from his debt, although 
poor Cedric seems forever trapped in 
these four walls. Although the year he 
died is not known, it’s thought to have 
been in September, the month when 
the pub experiences an annual peak in 
supernatural activity.
	 Being tucked away in an upmarket 
district of London, the Grenadier has 
hosted all sorts of A-list locals. In the past 
it’s said to have been frequented by the 
Duke of Wellington and even King George 
IV. Even today it continues to attract 
royalty – Prince William has been known 
to pop in for a pint, and even the Queen 
of Pop herself, Madonna, has visited.
	 With its brass fittings, oak panelling 
and pewter tankards, the Grenadier is 
as traditional as pubs come. The Boot 
Room is your typical public bar with well-
worn barstools, assorted ephemera on 
the walls, and that ceiling papered with 
banknotes by punters from all over the 
world – there’s more currency here than 
a branch of Travelex. The backroom – 
the Wellington – is rather more plush 
with guilt-edge mirrors and chestnut red 
chesterfield-style seating. 
	 And so, as our cross-country 
expedition comes to an end – and 
with the pub itself now under INEOS 
ownership – is there any better place to 
raise a glass to the Grenadier? RED KITES

As you drive through the Chiltern hills 
and the Wormsley Estate, look out for 
soaring red kites overhead. Once extinct 
in England and Scotland, the birds were 
reintroduced on this very site in 1989 
(chosen because of the security already 
in place for the Getty family), and the 
population is booming again, with around 
1,800 breeding pairs across the UK.

WORMSLEY’S CRICKET PITCH

It was Mick Jagger who introduced Sir 
Paul Getty to cricket, when they lived 
next to each other in London. Little 
could he have imagined that inviting his 
neighbour round to watch the test match 
on TV would lead to the building of what 
is widely recognised as the prettiest 
cricket ground in England – designed by 
the Head Groundsman of the The Oval.

TUDOR DEER

Stonor Park is famous for its fallow deer 
herd, which can often be viewed in the 
parkland around the house. The herd is 
one of the oldest in existence – fallow 
deer have been here since the reign of 
Henry VIII.

THE HELLFIRE CAVES

Just across the valley from our off-road 
routes on the West Wycombe estate is 
the entrance to the Hellfire Caves, home 
of the legendarily debauched meetings 
of the Hellfire Club in the mid-1700s. 
Founded by Sir Francis Dashwood, 
the club was widely held to perform 
spectacularly obscene parodies of 
religious rites.

THE GRENADIER GUARDS

The Grenadier Guards, after which the 
pub is named, is an elite regiment of the 
British Army. Dating back to the 1650s, 
the regiment was permitted to wear 16-
inch tall bearskin caps after meritorious 
service at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815. 
A select group of Grenadier Guards were 
pallbearers for Her Late Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II’s funeral.
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We’ve come a long way, but this is just the 
start. From an idea to adventure-ready in 
just a few short years, the Grenadier story 
is just getting going. This might be our first 
expedition, but it won’t be the last. Thanks  
for coming, and enjoy the drive.



 


